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Preface

Tea ceremony and flower arrangement lessons used to
be a must for young Japanese women, but this requirement
has long since fallen by the wayside. Likewise, Kabuki and
Bumraku used to be a popular form of entertainment for
the common folk. Yet nowadays it isn’t uncommon to find
Japanese who have never seen a performance. It seems that all
of Japanese traditional culture has become foreign to modern
Japanese.

On the other hand, more and more foreigners, whose
language and culture are completely different, are fascinated
by Japanese traditional culture. The first edition of this guide-
book (1995) was designed to provide a simple introduction to
the rich world of Japanese culture to everyone. Five years later,
an English translation was added, so that Japanese culture can
be described to foreigners in English.

Many people may remember that UNESCO named
Nohgaku (Noh and Kyogen) as a world intangible cultural
heritage in 2001. Bunraku, Kabuki, and Gagaku followed (in
2003, 2005, and 2009, respectively). And Hayachine Kagura
was also named as a world intangible folk cultural heritage.
Japanese traditional culture is getting more international at-
tention than ever before. The number of international tourists
visiting Japan to see various traditional cultures is expected to
gIowW.

To make this revised edition, 21 topics which are popular
among foreigners were selected. Each description was revised,

bzsed on the latest Japanese historical research. Illustrations
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wvere also newly drawn to make them easier to describe to
EEnglish speakers. I wish to express my appreciation to Kaoru
YYamazaki, who provided the illustrations. She made this book
more fun and understandable.

I hope this book will help everyone in the world, including

Jéapanese, to understand Japanese traditional culture.

February, 2010

Motoko Yamamoto
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